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THE ORATORY
The Oratory: Center for Spirituality welcomes
people who are seeking to grow spiritually through a
variety of programs to suit various needs. We serve
church groups of all denominations and seekers of
quiet time and space, guidance or direction, spiritual
friendship and prayer companioning.
The Oratory, situated on six acres in residential Rock
Hill, offers guests a quiet oasis. The grounds of The
Oratory, the neighborhood, and nearby parks offer
opportunities for meditation, prayer and relaxation.
Housing facilities are varied, but all rooms are airconditioned with linens furnished. The church and
main residence, which includes the dining room, are
handicapped accessible. Please make a note if you
have this special need. The Y.M.C.A., which is
located next door, offers the use of its pools for
Oratory guests.
Our grounds include a Labyrinth Prayer Garden,
which is open to all seeking to walk this prayer
experience. We welcome all whose prayer and sense
of God make this a sacred space. Open during
daylight hours. Stations of the Cross are also located
there.
The Oratory Memorial Garden is also located
on the Oratory grounds. It was created to provide a
simple, natural place for the remains of those who
choose cremation and is available to anyone.
Arrangements for burial may be made by contacting
Joe Guyon, C.O. at 803-327-2097.
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Annual Offerings
ICONOGRAPHY RETREAT
Wednesday, April 21 – Sunday, April 25, 2021
Father Damian Higgins
Ukrainian Rite
During this retreat students will pray, study and learn
the traditional method of egg-tempera icon writing/
painting. Each participant learns about the various
natural materials, practices the techniques and spiritual disciplines for creating a traditional icon and takes
home a completed project. All materials are included
in the tuition, and the schedule is flexible for commuters with work and families. The retreat is open to all
and especially welcomes first-time icon writers and
those without artistic training. Enrollment is strictly
limited to 20 participants. A deposit of $150.00 is
required and deducted from the total due.
Fr. Damian Higgins is Abbot of Holy Transfiguration Monastery in California and has created icons for
homes and churches around the world, including the
Rock Hill Oratory.
Cost: $ 450.00
$ 200.00
$ 40.00

Tuition
Room and Board
Meals for Commuters
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40TH CARDINAL NEWMAN LECTURE
Saturday, October 3, 2020 9:30 AM – 2:00 PM
Sr. Maureen Sullivan, O.P.
St. John Henry Newman: Vatican II’s Prophet
Reform is at the heart of every prophet’s message.
The Old Testament prophets were bringers of hope,
and their task was to translate God’s covenantal
promise into concrete actions. These insights provide
the foundation for a discussion of Saint John Henry
Newman as Vatican II’s Prophet. Although separated
by more than a century, Newman had a profound
influence on the Second Vatican Council. This lecture
will examine Newman’s prophetic instincts and his
relationship to Vatican II.
Maureen Sullivan is a Dominican Sister of Hope
from New York, with a Ph.D. from Fordham
University. She is a nationally known speaker and
author of two books on Vatican II. She will be sharing
her knowledge and passion for this important chapter
in our church’s history and its relationship to the
Oratory’s most recent saint.
The Newman Lecture is an annual gift from the
Rock Hill Oratory to the regional Church to
celebrate the life and ministry of the English
Oratorian, Saint John Henry Newman and is open
to all without charge. The day includes Eucharist
and a light lunch. Books and other resources will be
available for purchase. While pre-registration is not
required, we would appreciate you contacting the
Center with numbers of participants to help us plan
accordingly.
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SUMMER BIBLE INSTITUTE

New Testament (Mornings)

Sunday, July 11 – Friday, July 16, 2021

Timothy Lowe

The Summer Bible Institute is an annual opportunity
to come together to study and reflect on the
Scriptures. Two program tracks are offered:
Old Testament (Evenings)
Kathy McGovern
Reading the Old Testament Through
the Lens of Suffering
Suffering is a common denominator in nearly every
book in the Old Testament. Beginning with the loss
of the Garden in Genesis, the Old Testament stories,
histories, and writings all have a common thread of
suffering. That makes sense, of course, since these
are the stories of God’s people, and all people will
suffer at some point in their lives. This week will
consider the role that suffering plays in the salvation
history story. Does suffering have a role in our lives,
too?
		
Kathy McGovern is a long-time
		
Scripture teacher in the Denver
		
area, taught in the Denver
		
Catholic Biblical School for 17
		
years and writes a weekly
		
Scripture column. She has
		
Masters degrees from
		
Notre Dame (Liturgical Studies
and St. Thomas Seminary (Sacred Scripture).
Because of several serious health problems in her own
life, she likes to meditate on suffering in Scripture
because they all had it so much worse than she does.
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A Journey Through the Gospel of Matthew
Matthew utilizes the Old Testament in his presentation
of Christ more than any other Gospel. He continues
the major themes of the prophets (repentance,
faithfulness and judgment) and presents the early
Church with the challenge of being faithful to God’s
commandments and what they can expect if they
accept baptism. Our study of Matthew will present
both a theological vision of Christ and how that
vision forms our life of faith and action if we accept
the challenge of following him as disciples in the 21st
century.
Father Timothy Lowe is a retired
priest from the Orthodox Church in
America. He was previously rector
at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute
in Jerusalem (University of Notre
Dame); Adjunct Professor of Old
Testament at Holy Apostles Seminary, Cromwell, CT; and is
currently president of the Orthodox Center for the
Advancement of Biblical Studies. He grew up in Lincoln, NE, but his early travel to the Middle East led to
an encounter with Eastern Orthodox Christianity and
ultimate conversion.
Cost: $ 175.00 Tuition Both Courses
$ 90.00 Tuition Single Course
$ 250.00 Room & Board
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Retreats & Spirituality Programs
THE FRANCISCAN WAY OF PRAYER:
Spiritual Wisdom from St. Francis of Assisi

THE FOUR WOMEN DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH:
WOMEN ON WHOSE SHOULDERS WE STAND

A Retreat for Women
Saturday, September 26, 2020
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM

Friday, October 23, 2020 - 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday, October 24,2020 - 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Sr. Gay Rowzie, HM &
Sr. Susan Schorsten, HM

Carl McColman

Hildegard of Bingen, Catherine of Siena, Teresa of
Avila, and Therese of Lisieux – four women from
four different centuries and four different countries.
What do they have in common? How do they differ?
What can we learn from each of them in 2020?

Everyone loves St. Francis! He’s renowned for his
gentle spirit, love of nature, and heart for the poor.
From the pope to the most ordinary person, Francis
– and Franciscan spirituality – has inspired us for centuries. But what is “Franciscan spirituality” and how
can we pray like St. Francis and follow in his footsteps? This program begins Friday night by exploring
the life of “Il Poverello” and the main themes of his
spirituality. On Saturday we will take a closer look at
Franciscan spirituality, both as found in Francis’s own
writings as well as in the charism of the Franciscan
order.
Carl McColman is a Catholic author, blogger and podcaster based
in Stone Mountain, Georgia. His
books include Befriending Silence,
The Big Book of Christian Mysticism and Unteachable Lessons.
Find him online at
www.carlmccolman.com.
Cost: $ 10.00 Friday Evening only
$ 40.00 Saturday only (Lunch included)
$ 80.00 Both Sessions Overnight (Meals
			included)
$ 45.00 Both Sessions Commuter (Lunch
			included)

Sister Susan Schorsten and Sister Gay Rowzie are
Humility of Mary Sisters. Both were active in the
Diocese of Charleston for many years before moving
on to other ministries and have now returned to this
area to lead retreats and offer programs.
Cost:		$ 50.00		
		$ 40.00		
						
						

(Lunch included)
Additional for Friday night
accommodations (including room
and Saturday breakfast)

fear.less. IN-courage. Encourage.
Saturdays, January 16 ,23, 30, 2021
10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
Kimberly Eubanks
The Bible says 365 times not to fear, yet we do it every day. Together, let’s explore this human concept of
fear. We will reflect on what God has to say about it,
especially through Scripture. We need to learn to step
forward from a Godly place of courage. Together, we
will vanquish our fear.
Kimberly Eubanks is a deeply spiritual, married
mom, who is ever seeking a deeper relationship with
God. She has B.S. and B.A. degrees from Wofford
College and an M.S. from Valdosta State University.
No charge, but pre-registration required.
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JOURNEYING THROUGH LENT:
HOW TO SET YOUR GPS
A Lenten Reflection Day
Saturday, February 20, 2021
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Sr. Gay Rowzie, HM &
Sr. Susan Schorsten, HM
What do I need for the journey through Lent to
Easter? What do I need to pack for the journey?
What do I need to leave behind? Who or what might
be my guides? Join us for an opportunity to begin our
Lenten journey with these questions in mind.
Sister Susan Schorsten and Sister Gay Rowzie are
Humility of Mary Sisters. Both were active in the
Diocese of Charleston for many years before moving
on to other ministries and have now returned to this area.
Cost: $ 50.00 (Lunch included)
THE SPIRITUAL WISDOM OF
THOMAS MERTON’S
PHOTOGRAPHY
Saturday, March 20, 2021
9:30 – 11:30 AM
Rev. Dr. Susan Moorefield
Come enter the world of Thomas Merton’s photography!
His subjects and artistic composition reveal his own
inner work, his search for what is real, and his playful
imagination. His photographs capture his love for
nature, people, and travel. Explore how photography
can awaken your seeing of the world around you and
deepen your own contemplation.
Susan Moorefield has served as a Presbyterian minister for over 25 years and is also a professional portrait
photographer.
Cost: $ 15.00
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Scripture Programs
THE BIBLE ON FORGIVENESS:
THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
Thursday, September 10, 2020
OR
Saturday, September 12, 2020
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Mary Ann Getty
The Bible has much to teach us about forgiveness and
today more than ever, perhaps, we have many opportunities to put its lessons into practice. Perhaps never
has the challenge to our humanity and faith been so
evident, grace more necessary and the rewards so
abundant as when we offer and receive forgiveness.
We will reflect on the relevance of the Bible’s
teachings about forgiveness and look at some
examples of current topics that call for our individual
and collective awareness of its importance in our
daily lives as believers. The same program is offered
both days.
Mary Ann Getty has her doctorate in theology from
the University of Louvain, Belgium. Retired from full
time teaching, she offers retreats, workshops and
lectures on New Testament topics. The author and
editor of many books, her most recent book is
entitled, What Does the Bible Say About Forgiveness?
Cost: $ 40.00 (Lunch included)

If we really want to

Love

we must learn
how to

Forgive.

~ Mother Theresa
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Thursday, November 12, 2020
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Sr. Mary Hugh Mauldin, RSM
Join us as we study the earliest Gospel written and the
shortest. In the Church’s lectionary cycle of readings,
2020/2021 is the year of Mark. The Gospel focuses
primarily on the suffering Son of God. Mark is quick
to point out who Jesus is and why He came. Everything builds to show us that Jesus came to give His
life that we might know who God is and who we are.
The day includes lunch and Eucharist.
Cost: $ 40.00 (Lunch included)
A DAY WITH GOSPEL OF JOHN
Thursday, March 25, 2021
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Sr. Mary Hugh Mauldin, RSM
The Gospel according to John is quite different in
character from Mathew, Mark and Luke. To a much
greater degree, this Gospel is the product of a developed theological reflection and grows out of a different circle and tradition. Join us as we study this late
first century portrait of Jesus and His message. The
day includes lunch and Eucharist.
Cost: $ 40.00 (Lunch included)
Sr. Mary Hugh Mauldin has degrees in Math
Education from NC State, an MA in Theology from
St. Bonaventure University and a graduate certificate
in Liturgy from St. Joseph College. She is a frequent
speaker and popular presenter in the Charlotte
Diocese.
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GOSPELS YOU WON’T FIND
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:30 - 4:00 PM
OR
Saturday, February 13, 2021 9:30 - 4:00 PM
Dr. Peter Judge
Since ancient times, we have known about other
gospel writings that were not included in the New
Testament. With the discovery of actual documents in
the last two centuries, our knowledge and understanding
has grown tremendously. This day will examine a
number of the most important Apocryphal Gospels.
What’s in them? Who wrote them and why? What
relevance do they have for us today? The same
program is offered both days.
Peter Judge is Chair of the Philosophy and Religion
Department at Winthrop University, with a doctoral
degree in Scripture from the Catholic University in
Louvain, Belgium.
Cost: $ 40.00 (Lunch included)

BOOK OF THOMAS

A DAY WITH GOSPEL OF MARK
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JUST SAY NO:
NAYSAYERS IN THE BIBLE’S
WISDOM BOOKS
Friday, March 5, 2021 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, March 6, 2021 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Alice Camille
Is it possible to say a small No to arrive at a big
Yes? Is there room in the life of faith for doubt and
disagreement? The Bible contains many examples of
how “no” can become the ultimate “yes” in the life of
believers. Disagreeable folks are welcome to
participate!
Alice Camille is a writer,
religious educator, and retreat
leader. She received a Master
of Divinity degree from the
Franciscan School of Theology
in Berkeley. She is the regular
Scripture columnist for U.S.
Catholic magazine and has won numerous awards
from the Catholic Press Association. She takes God
seriously and the business of religion with a sense of
humor. Visit www.alicecamille.com for more on her
work and activities.
Cost: $ 10.00 Friday Evening only
$ 40.00 Saturday only (Lunch included)
$ 80.00 Both Sessions Overnight (Meals
			included)
$ 45.00 Both Sessions Commuter (Lunch
			included)
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Other Programs
RACISM, PREJUDICE AND BIAS
Friday, November 6, 2020 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, November 7, 2020 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Sr. Mary Priniski. OP & Matthew Cressler
This will be an opportunity to look at some difficult
but timely topics. In these sessions we will examine
both personal and institutional responses to those
located on what Pope Francis calls “the peripheries”.
We will address both the historic and current realities
in the U.S., with particular focus on the South.
Sister Mary Priniski is an Adrian Dominican currently serving as Project Coordinator for Gathering for
Mission in the Aquinas Center of the Candler School
of Theology at Emory University. She has a Masters
in Health Care Mission and a doctorate in Missiology
and has served in various social justice ministries
throughout her ministerial life, including several years
in Rock Hill.
Matthew Cressler is an Assistant Professor of
Religious Studies at the College of Charleston. His
teaching and research areas include African American
religions, Catholic studies, and religion in America,
with a specialization in Black Catholic history. His
website is www.matthewjcressler.com.
Cost: $ 50.00
$ 40.00
			
			

(includes Saturday lunch)
Additional cost for Friday night
accommodations (including room
and Saturday breakfast)
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Three Programs
Presented by Father Joe Pearce, C.O., D.Min
ST. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN: EDUCATOR
Thursday, October 8, 2020 7:00 - 9:00 PM
John Henry Newman knew the importance of
education, spending his entire adult life connected to
it. He taught university classes and religion classes to
Irish workers. His series of lectures, The Idea of the
University, is considered a masterpiece of education.
Learn more about his impact on education.
FUNERAL RITES WORKSHOP
Thursday, January 28, 2021 7:00 - 9:00 PM
When a loved one dies we are devastated. The last
thing we want to deal with is funeral arrangements.
Give your family a gift by planning your own funeral
liturgy. In this workshop we will discuss the options
offered as well as living wills and health directives.
ST. PHILIP NERI: A VISIONARY
Thursday, May 20, 2021 7:00 - 9:00 PM
St. Philip Neri was a man ahead of his time. He
envisioned a community of men without vows, bound
together by charity in an age when all religious
communities were bound by vows and rules. He also
anticipated the Vatican II vision of an active and
integral role for the laity and the importance of educating them in their faith. Come encounter this
visionary founder of the Oratory.

CHAOS...COURAGE...CONTEMPLATION

Monday, June 7 – Thursday, June 10, 2021
9:00 – 11:30 AM
Sr. Gay Rowzie, HM &
Sr. Susan Schorsten, HM
During these four mornings in June, Sister Gay and
Sister Susan will facilitate another program in their
hopeful and prayerful style. It will focus on current
needs and situations, so watch for updated
information as we get closer.
Sister Susan Schorsten and Sister Gay Rowzie are
Humility of Mary Sisters. Both were active in the
Diocese of Charleston for many years before moving
on to other ministries and have now returned to this area.
No charge, but pre-registration required.
MONDAYS AT THE ORATORY
September 28, 2020 - October 26, 2020
November 30, 2020 January 25, 2021
February 22, 2021 April 26, 2021
7:00 – 8:30 PM
Spend an evening at the Oratory, exploring a wide
range of topics in different formats with a variety of
presenters. Each program will look at a different
subject to enliven and encourage our faith and will
include time for discussion. A list of topics and
presenters will be available at a later date.
No charge, but pre-registration required.

No charge, but pre-registration appreciated.
Fr. Joe Pearce is Provost of the Rock Hill Oratory
and Pastor of St. Anne Church in Rock Hill.
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Registration
You may register for any of our programs in a
variety of ways:

By Mail or Fax:

Print and fill out a registration form available
on The Oratory website or simply send a letter
indicating the program(s) you are interested in.
Be sure to include your name, address, telephone
number and e-mail address.

By E-mail:

Send an e-mail indicating the program(s) you are
registering for in the Subject Line and including
the above information.
While we no longer require a deposit for most
of our programs, we take your registration as
a commitment to attending. If your situation
changes, please let us know so we can plan
accordingly. Please be aware that registration
for programs including meals or overnight
accommodations close ONE WEEK PRIOR to
the program. Programs are subject to
cancellation if we have not received enough
registrations by that time. We appreciate your
assistance in this part of our planning process!
The Oratory strives to offer quality programs
at reasonable fees. However, inability to pay
should never prevent anyone from attending our
programs. Scholarships are available.
THANK YOU … and we look forward to
welcoming you to the Rock Hill Oratory in
the near future!
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The Oratory is a men’s religious community founded
by Saint Philip Neri in the 16th century. Known as
the “Apostle to Rome” and the “Saint of Joy”, the
community he founded has houses throughout the
world. The Rock Hill Oratory, the oldest and
largest house in the United States, carries on St.
Philip’s charism of prayer, reflection on Scripture
and work with the laity. St. John Henry Cardinal
Newman is perhaps the best known Oratorian in the
English-speaking world, often credited as the
“Spiritual father of Vatican II.” In the tradition of
these two men, the Oratory and the Center for
Spirituality offer hospitality and programs for the
enrichment of the Church and hopefully our world.
The Oratory welcomes individuals for private retreats
as well as groups who have their own program and
director and are seeking housing and meeting space.
To make arrangements for private or group retreats,
contact the Center.
The Oratory is pleased to partner with the Charlotte
Spirituality Center, offering programs on Spiritual
Formation and Spiritual Direction Training. Men and
women trained through them are available as spiritual
directors. For more information, please visit their
website: www.charlottespiritualitycenter.org.
The Oratory is located at
434 Charlotte Avenue
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730
Mailing Address:
PO Box 11586
Rock Hill, SC 29731
Telephone: (803) 327-2097 Fax: (803) 327-6264
Email Address:
oratorycenter@gmail.com
Website:
www.rockhilloratory.org
Facebook:
Rock Hill Oratory
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CALENDAR OF 2020/2021 PROGRAMS

2020
Sept 10 & 12 Bible on Forgiveness
Sept. 26
Women’s Retreat
Sept 28
Mondays at the Oratory

p. 11
p. 9
p. 17

Oct 3
Oct 8
Oct 23-24
Oct 26

Newman Lecture
Newman Program
Saint Francis
Mondays at the Oratory

p. 5
p. 16
p. 8
p. 17

Nov 6-7
Nov 12
Nov 30

Racism, Prejudice & Bias
Gospel of Mark
Mondays at the Oratory

p. 15
p. 12
p. 17

2021
Jan 16,23,30
Jan 25
Jan 2

fear.less, IN-courage,Encourage p. 9
Mondays at the Oratory
p. 17
Funeral Rites
p. 16

Feb 11 & 13
Feb 20
Feb 22

Gospels Not in the NT
Lenten Retreat Day
Mondays at the Oratory

p. 13
p. 10
p. 17

March 5-6
March 20
March 25

Just Say No
Photos of Thomas Merton
Gospel of John

p. 14
p. 10
p. 12

Apr 21-25
April 26

Icon Retreat
Mondays at the Oratory

p. 4
p. 17

May 20

St Philip Neri Program

p. 16

June 7-10

Chaos.Courage.Contemplation p. 17

July 11-16

Summer Bible Institute

p. 6

